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6l2 HARVARD LAW REVIEW. 

The book would be found useful, not only by a lawyer in a code state, 
but to a considerable degree in a common law state. The discussion on 
the subjects of Jurisdiction, Venue, Parties, Res Judicata, Foreign Judg- 
ments, and Set-off — in fact, the larger and more important part of the 
work — is of immediate practical use everywhere. It is lawyer-like, 
learned, and sound. Mr. Chand has again given us timely and convin- 
cing proof — if any were needed — that the principles of the common law 
find congenial soil in southern Asia. j. h. b., jr. 



The Law of Animals. By John H. Ingham. Philadelphia: T. & J. 
W. Johnson & Co. 1900. pp. xiii, 800. 

The authorities which Mr. Ingham has collected upon the question of 
property in animals /era natura which have been reclaimed amply justi- 
fies his contention that there is a well-marked legal distinction between 
animate and inanimate chattels. In torts and contracts the "law of 
animals " does not assume so definite a form. It is not so clearly differ- 
entiated, and the problems peculiar to animals still remain to a large 
degree questions of fact; nevertheless the distinction is there, and it 
furnishes a solid reason for the existence of Mr. Ingham's book. The 
greater part of the subject has of course been dealt with before in a 
fragmentary way by many text-writers, but in the sort of partial and inci- 
dental treatment which it has hitherto received many details are neces- 
sarily slighted, and in the no man's land which lies between the fields 
exploited by independent investigators not a few matters are likely to 
escape notice entirely. Mr. Ingham's work has certainly supplied any 
defects of this nature as far as the law of animals is concerned. The 
book is divided into seven main sections : Property in Animals, Trans- 
fer of Property, Rights of Owners, Liabilities of Owners, Bailment and 
Carriage, Cruelty and Game Laws, Injuries to Animals by Railways. 
Under these titles the writer has treated his subject with a fulness that 
leaves little to be desired. No pains appear to have been spared to 
make the collection of authorities complete, and the result is a book 
which will be of great practical assistance to lawyers. The discussion 
of the conflict of authority as to injuries to animals from defects in high- 
ways, and the elaborate treatment of the liability for injuries by railways, 
with its relation to fencing statutes, will prove especially valuable. 

The author has perhaps adhered too closely to his policy of letting the 
cases speak for themselves without comment or criticism, and in conse- 
quence the book is a well-ordered and exhaustive digest rather than a 
scientific treatise. We can hardly agree that the duty of a text-writer is 
done when he has merely stated the conclusions reached in a large num- 
ber of cases, nor does the principle of stare decisis carry such authority 
in his province as to make his dissent from decisions, obviously unsound 
on principle, either uninstructive or utterly ineffectual. It may be sug- 
gested also that the intention indicated in the preface of dealing only 
with such portions of the law as are affected by the peculiar qualities of 
animals might well have been pursued more strictly. Much of the sec- 
tion devoted to the Carriage of Animals is equally applicable to the car- 
riage of any sort of property, and throughout the book is somewhat 
burdened with cases in which the fact that an animal happened to be 
connected with the subject of the litigation had no legal significance what- 
ever. F. e. H. 



REVIEWS. 613 

Christian Science. An Exposition of Mrs. Eddy's Wonderful Discov- 
ery, including its Legal Aspects. By William A. Purrington. New York : 
E. B. Treat & Co. 1900. pp. 194. This little book expounds — merci- 
lessly and convincingly — a particular form of quackery and the ques- 
tion of how far it is and can be dealt with in the law. It is practically a 
plan for protective legislation on the subject. The statements as to the 
inadequacy of the common law and the existing statutes are clear and 
sound. 
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